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RESPONSE TO FIRST OFHCE ACTION 

Dear Sir: 

This is a written response to the Office Action dated April 29, 2004 in the above- 
identified application. 


The First 35 U.S.C. §103 Rejection 

Claims 1-3, 7-1 1, 14,16, 20, 22-23, 26-27, and 31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
as being allegedly unpatentable over Hoese et al. (U.S. Pat. No.: 5,941,972), in view of Tuma et 
al. (U.S. Pat. No.: 6,035,384). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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